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sian American Business Council (AABC)

marks its first year anniversary in August. Since
its inception, it has been the positive voice of Houston
Asian Community and dedicated to address the
distinctive concerns and building economic prosperity
of Southwest Chinatown. The chairperson, Kenneth Li
from Century 21 Southwest, together with a group of
local commercial property owners, developers, bankers
and business owners are committed to pave the way
for the betterment of Southwest Chinatown. They have
been devoted to the monthly meeting to analyze issues
and advocate for responsive policies. They have made
valuable contributions with recognizable impact on the
security and appearance of Bellaire Boulevard. Together
every individual makes the difference and we must unite
as one strong group to work towards the goals.

Though interracial marriage is growing steadily in
United States, not all the couples receive the applause.
We talked to Ryan and Katherine, a loving couple who
share with us their love story as an interracial couple.
Their love story is touching and recognized as the
triumph of true love over social conformation.

In this issue, we would like to recommend a special
book -- “The Diamond Cutter by Geshe Michael Roach:
The Buddha on Strategies for Managing Your Business
and Your Life”. What makes this book special is its
introduction of how ancient notions in The Diamond
Cutter Sutra can help you succeed in your business
and life. In his uniquely down- to- earth style, Geshe
Michael Roach, a fully ordained Buddhist monk, guides
the readers to the path of self-discovery and the road to
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The Glory of Houston
Southwest Chinatown

“Together we can make a difference and unite as one strong group ”
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EHE—EEF > Kenneth Li from Cen-
tury 21 Southwest was elected as the first
chairperson of Asian American Business
Council.
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By Varence Tan

I Iouston is a modern dynamic city; rich in
cultural diversity that reflects its multiethnic

mix. Representing as one of the fast growing ethnic
groups, Asian community plays a significant role in
shaping Houston into an International City. Chinatown
is a special place because it is a neighborhood whose
community expands beyond the physical boundaries of
its geographic location. Today, Chinatown is not only
a thriving part of Houston economic scene but also a

nucleus of Asian culture.
Development in Real Estate

Chinatown is not only popular with Asian Restaurants,
businesses, religious institutions and community centers,
but also a hotbed for new construction projects. The
lower building cost in Houston attracts many investors
from Arizona, California, Virginia and (Washington)
DC. Lee Ho Village town homes, which bound from

Ranchester to Beltway 8 on Bellaire Boulevard, is
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David Tai has been very active
and committed to AABC.
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pportunity in Houston Series

the latest completed real estate project in Chinatown.
Another latest ongoing real estate project in town is
Park 8 Place — a $100 million high-rise condos and
retail by local developers David Wu and Kenny Kan
from Taiwan and China respectively.

Generally, Chinatown’s real estate developments
are mixed-use and mixed-income. Developers work
strategically to maximize the number and quality
of affordable units they are able to develop while
simultaneously fostering diversity that brings strength
and additional resources to the neighborhood. They work
closely with neighborhood residents, business owners,
and organizations to ensure that the development meets
the needs and desires of the community. In recent years,
more and more local builders ground their developments
in the principles of Feng Sui. Local builders such as
David Weekley Homes, Newmark Homes, Village
Builders and Perry Homes exhibit the Asian influence
in their home designs. Many realtors are multi- lingual
and focusing on a larger Asian clientele and buyers who

wants the Feng Shui design.

Asian American Business Council —crowning glory
in development of Chinatown

A committed and lifelong champion, Chairperson
Kenneth Li has been an advocate for the development
of Chinatown. He founded Asian American Business
Council (AABC) in August 2005 to address the
distinctive concerns of Asian American in Houston. Li
is committed to serve the Asian American community
by analyzing issues and voicing common concerns and
advocating for responsive policies.

A non-profit organization, AABC‘s mission is to
coordinate the existing safety, area beautification and
promote Chinatown through business opportunities and

investments. The board members are from a group of
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well-known multiple properties owner

in Chinatown.

local commercial property owners, developers, bankers,
business owners and local non-profit organizations. It
provides community service leadership to identify and
meet the critical needs of Asian Americans in Houston.

In celebration of its 1st anniversary in August 2006,
Li would like to reinforce AABC’s extensive work plan
over the forthcoming years. Speaking on his visions, Li
stressed the importance of unity among Asia community
to focus on strategies that will make Houston Chinatown
a city of opportunities. This plan will require significant
sources of funding and investments as well as an
expansion of the membership. “I hope that we can get
the support from the community and unite as one strong

group to work towards the goals”, says Li.

Establishment of security measures

Security is paramount important in a city and thus is
one of the strategic plans in the development program.
Since its inception, the safety committee of AABC
has worked closely with city council, Houston Police
Department, Sharpstown Economic Development
Authority (SEDA), community organizations and
general public to develop strategies to make Chinatown
a safer place to live, work and visit.

Headed by Jackson Chang of Taiwanese Chamber of
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Mandy and William Kao are successful developers who serve as the
positive voices of AABC membership drive and have been working
closely with city council.
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Commerce, the Security Committee initiated Chinatown
Patrol with funds from SEDA and Chinatown business
owners. The Safety Committee holds town hall meetings
regularly to provide platform for police and general
public to work together. One of the current major tasks
is to work with Houston Police Department to set up
synchronized surveillance cameras system in major
thoroughfares of Chinatown. With the installation of
surveillance cameras, criminals will think twice about
preying on Chinatown. He also encourages general
public to search www.houstontx.gov/police for crime
statistic in Houston area. “Everyone plays a significant
role in creating public awareness of safety. It should be

a concern for everyone,” states Chang.
Marketing Project

Marketing committee is headed by LeeShan C.
Birney, a veteran developer of Stone Mountain Property
and teamed with committee member, Henry Li, Vice
President in Marketing from Metro Bank. They are in
the progress of publishing “Houston‘s New Chinatown
& Asian Book Guide. The aim of this guidebook is
to promote Chinatown and facilitate English speaking
residents and visitors to explore wonders of Chinatown
and Asian district in Houston.

In addition, AABC has recently partner with Asian

Chamber of Commerce to develop marketing program.

RIREHEE Very clean property

24\FRRGEZE

24 hours security patrol

(=05 == 2422== /Fitness center, Sauna

PEERERR LHE Free Cable & Internet

BB RS EHEIAR

Ceramic tile kitchen & bathroom

Harwin Dr.

E Skl =k ue5/ Wood floors with Crown Molding
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Town Park Dr.
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Birney is also in talks with Greater Houston Convention
and Visitors and Yellow Magazine to promote
Chinatown.

Both Birney and Li are devoted to this project and
have been taking time from their busy schedule to
brainstorm ideas for the publication. “We need to
promote Chinatown and project the good image of
Chinatown to more people,” says Birney and Li, who
always exhibit boundless energy and enthusiasm in the
project.

Membership Drive

“Membership drive is a group effort,” says the
Membership Committee Chair, Mandy Kao from
Titan Management. Kao also stressed that unity is very
important in order for AABC to have the stronger voice
for the Asian community.

Marketing and membership go hand in hand. A MBA
Marketing graduate, Kao also suggests that AABC
can enhance the recognition of AABC and Chinatown
through marketing programs that collaborate with
well-known icons like Miss Chinatown and Charming
Charlie.

“We have to let more people know what AABC is
doing and good image of Chinatown is important in

gaining support from the community,” says Kao.
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are four improvement projects located within AABC
current boundary (also known as International Zone)
namely, Bellaire Gateway at BW &, Bellaire/ Gessner
intersections, Bellaire/Corporate Intersection and
Bellaire/Ranchester intersection. These projects will be
based on Bellaire/Fondren Corridor Plan by Southwest
Houston Redevelopment Authority, and align with the
goals established by TIRZ Board and The Houston City

‘ Council.
L 1 »

ABBX(CMRBEREOEAE - SRIHARHATEAY . o o _
HEERY A FLERHE Plans to establish a distinct landmark in Chinatown is
Beautification committee lead by Wind Huang, certified RLA, . . .
is helping to work with Sharpstown Management District to currently belng discussed. Anew gateway to Chinatown
develop cultural relevance within AABC area will further enhance the reputation of Chinatown and
Beautification Project is recognition of the valuable contribution the Asian

community has made to Houston. “It is important to
The Beautification Committee has an extensive work reflect the cultural relevance within AABC area while at
plan over the forthcoming years, which incorporates the same time maintain the consistency along the entire

a whole host of improvements in Chinatown. There business corridor,” says Wind Huang, Beautification

R X 38 1# BF FE IF AT

Law Office of Sung £i2 & Associates, P.C.

4 N\ A& \
MITAT) et wEmEs - wEes
BZE: BREASBASH BEEARHD « EETeE
LRER  SRBESH =, SEnEensn -
o N\ y/
4 N\ & b
EIE SEEE - BESE - =0 =
’E“E JETE  REER - A | | ELf: BEos  LARRS
=3}E: ®miEr : ‘
(& /' 4

Tel:713-988-7767 Fax:713-988-7787
7001 Corporate Drive, Suite 234, Houston,

REFE1EE, FZ2EL a2 — —
gﬁ*$é§gﬁi$g§m§ Texas 77036 ({HE K2 18234 =)

[=]
7

Licensed by Supreme Court of Texas. Not Certified by the Texas Board of Specialization.

www.ebao.us et | 11
&



Y (e htE RHIEE)

Committee Chair who is also a landscape architect. “It’s landmark proposal a reality.

challenging but is the important factor to the success of

the development,” adds Huang. Future of Chinatown—Together we supportthe

community driven development in Chinatown

Huang, together with committee members, William

Kao, President of Titan Management and Jackson A cultural, business, social and religious center for

. . . , . .
Chang, a commercial developer, have been working Asians in the region, Chinatown’s continued economic

closely with City Council to seek funding to make the vitality and the integrity of its cultural relevance is

of regional importance. The

City of Houston also stands

Member g

FDIC (EiEs to benefit immeasurably from

NASDAQ:EWBC

developments that enhance

Chinatown. Chinatown adds
. » diversity to a city of distinct
$ % ﬁ % % tm @ ﬁ ;‘& neighborhoods  and  attracts

25 » visitors to the city. Well-planned
%!ﬂi & E E ’J" ﬁ d L‘ ’:@ $ development that addresses

community needs as a primary

goal can spur the growth
of Chinatown as a regional
attraction for tourists and as a
home to thousands of residents
and businesses.

Infusion of efforts and

B S 70 1] S 2 S EK TS - collaboration among
B . Chinatown’s residents, business
C= A )R -

community, real estate investors,

CEFR - B~ B - and non-profit organizations
C {5 th & 31 Sl nf e 7 o will ~strengthen development

planning in many respects. The

close-knit relationships among

the Asian community continue to
be the predominant factor to the

economic vitality of Chinatown.
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2005 2006 Events at A Glance
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Led by Chairperson Kenneth Li, AABC was formed by 11
initial board members:-

Names (in alphabetical order)/Property/ Business

Leeshan Birney/Stone Mountain Properties

Jackson Chang/ Taiwanese Chamber of Commerce

Michael Chien/Dun Huang Group

Anthoy Choy/CPA

Michael Koo / Chinese Community Center

Andy Lai / Law Office of Lai & Associates, P.C.

C. K. Lee / Southwestern National Bank

Kenneth Li/ Diho Square/ Century 21 Southwest

Shao Li Shi/ Wise Union

David Tai/ MetroBank

Then the board was further expanded to include Dake
Wang from Lai & Associates, P.C. as Legal Council and
Anthoy Choy, CPA as Accounting Advisor.

2. 200558 H30H » #reERE B G {4 M IHIL R R
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The first organization meeting was held at Hilton
Garden Inn on August 30, 2005 and there were more than
thirty participants from local real estate developers, real
estate companies, banks, business owners and chamber of
commerce to set up goals, committees, and they pledged

more than $50,000 to start this program.
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The first Press Conference called by by AABC
was held on December 2, 2005. to report work
progress: -

* Help from Sharpstown Economic Development
Authority (SEDA), City of Houston, to provide extra
security patrol in this area. The first pilot program is to hire
one patrol car from 10AM to 9PM, 7 days a week, with an
annual budget of $60,060. SEDA will subsidize $25,000
and AABC will need to pitch in $35,060. SEDA also spent
additional $150,000 per year to hire extra constables to
cover this area.

* Spent $5,000 to publish 10,000 color brochures in
Chinese to promote SW Chinatown.

* To work with SEDA and Southwest Houston
Development Authority (SWHDA), City of Houston, to
beautify the esplanade along Bellaire Blvd. from Hwy 59 to
Beltway 8. SWHDA will spend $120,000 for the landscape
project and SEDA will spend $40,000 to maintain the

landscaping.

4. www. aabctx. conffduh = FIIESUEA » #2H @A
BSEE o I EMEIRFEN > R LA mEIEE T -
PN ERE 713-574-6901

Released the official AABC website www.aabctx.

com and information hotline 713-574-6901 in
February 2006.
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During the monthly committee meeting on May 5" 2006,
members discussed and assessed the effectiveness of “ Mo-
bile Command Unit ” by HPD. Still in a testing phase, HPD
stationed a “Mobile Command Unit” in front of Chinese
Community Center for two days. This unit will be staffed 24-
7 and will give police the ability to arrest and process sus-

pects right on the spot.

! Houston ©
ice Dcportmcnl:

AABC Board Members Salute HPD Officers 5-5-06

6. 58 9 HAEMRLIETRE - sl E 2 2
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LE

AABC attended City Council Meeting on May 9, 2006 to
address security issues and to request more HPD forces to

serve Southwest Chinatown.
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AABC wrote to Mayor White on May 12th, 2006 to re-
cap the security issues discussed in the City Council meet-
ing. Also offered suggestions / requests to increase opening
hours of the Ranchester Storefront, help AABC to initiate the
installation of surveillance cameras to cover the area streets,
increase police presence in Chinatown area, and assist AABC
in compiling crime data to better reflect the statistics. Mayor
White responded to AABC’s request through a hand-written
memo to HPD Chief stating ‘We need to try to be responsive
to this request if at all possible’.

AAKRTEZERFEER ©  Harold Hurtt, Chief of HHP
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The first Town Hall meeting organized by AABC on
May 12, 2006 at the Chinese Community Center located at
9800 Town Park, Houston, Texas 77036. The topic of the
Town Hall meeting was “Safety Issues” in the Southwest

Chinatown area. Guests who were invited to participate

pportunity in Houston Series

were HPD/Constables, Sharpstown Economic Development
Authority, business owners, apartment managers/owners and
residents.
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The second Town Hall meeting took place on June 3, 2-4
pm at Chinese Community Center, to address security issues
in the Southwest Chinatown area. City Councilman MJ Khan,

Adrian Garcia and HPD/Constables were in attendance.
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HPD Blue Star Program -The Blue Star Program is a
partnership between Houston Police Department, owners
and managers of rental housing properties and community
residents. Working together, Blue Star Program participants
work to keep drugs and other illegal activities out of our
community. It helps property owners and managers address

crime prevention by screening applicants.

11. HEH ';Hii?ﬁ’ TIRZs (Tax Increment Redevelopment
Zones) E[Uﬁ%’?{ﬁiﬁ,
Petition to retain TIRZ# 20.

12. BOKENFEREE - F R IR E AR E -
Sharpstown Management District petition drive — 50 cop-
ies of petition for the creation of Sharpstown Management

District were distributed.

13. BHETRICFHIARIE - 2 WAL T -

Label printing for Anti-crime phone numbers

14. HRIEFEN G FH - FALFSharpstown
Improvement Districtfy—2E5 FITEH -

Publication of Crime Prevention Handbooks — subsidy of
$5,000.00 from Sharpstown Improvement District.

15. #rEsRR @R EERREL 2R -
Proposal to set up a synchronized security camera
surveillance systems in Chinatown by the Safety Committees

of AABC.

16 - IR EHEREE > ERDRTEREET
i -

Plans for promoting Chinatown — Proposal for a New Chi-
natown Guide and pamphlets for the City of Opportunities
— Houston.

O pportunity in Houston Series

17, BCEZHE BIMANERLET -
Plans for promoting AABC membership

18. FHEIZEILHTEERHIAR -

Plans for the establishment of a landmark in Chinatown

19. 2 0 0 6 4 8 A 8 HIRLIREZE /IEH B
ROT AR JUFR e -
Houston Police Department Crime Prevention Meeting on

August 8, 2000, at the Ranchester Storefront.

HAROLD L. HURTT

Police %‘Sortmcnt
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20. ZEVIRNEEIHEB =S %= (Martha

Montalvo, John Trevino, Richard Gerstner)#*
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