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Sienna Plantation/Riverstone
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The History of

Sienna Plantation & Riverstone

he recent developing Sienna Plantation
Tneighborhood in Fort Bend County has deep
historic roots. Beginning in 1820 when Stephen F.
Austin began working on immigration to Texas, the
earliest settlement in this area was in 1824 along the
Brazos River. The battlegrounds between the Mexican
and American army in the 1800’s took place in today’s
Fort Bend County. After the conflicts receded, the
sugar cane and cotton fields in Fort Bend attracted
many prospective entrepreneurs. Sienna Plantation
was part of the rapidly developing areas of Fort
Bend County following the Mexican American war.
During the Civil War because of the plummeting sugar
prices, the south was in great financial distress, and
Fort Bend and Sienna suffered as well. In 1872, the

by Jack Hsiao

plantation was passed to Houston Mayor T.W. House,
who bequeathed the estate to his two sons. Similarly
the plantation passed hands numerous times until
1955, where it was used as a quiet place for church
congregations.

Today, Sienna Plantation is still standing with its
long history, and some of its oak trees have existed for
at least 200 years. Their thick trunks seem to remind
people today of the hard work and dedication of our
predecessors, taking the first step to write down a new
page of history.

Real Estate Booming in Fort Bend County

The two largest expanding communities in Fort

AThe site of 25 acre manmade lake is ongoing development project.
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Bend County today are along Highway Six in Missouri
City. The bustling commercial area of Riverstone is
only five minutes away from the suburbs of Sienna
Plantation. The two areas are concurrently developed
by the Sienna Johnson/ Riverstone Development
group.

The entire area of the Sienna Plantation community
spans around 10,500 acres, and has been developing
since 1997. When finished, it should be able to provide
residence for 20,000 houses and at least 70,000
people.

The area has already received the best developing
neighborhood award from the Houston Real Estate
Association. Because of a concern for environmental
and scenic views, about a fifth of the land area is placed
aside for parks and landscaping. The excellentplanning,
reasonable prices, and beneficial environment are some
reasons why the community is so attractive to outsiders.
Since 1997, almost every year at least 100 families
move into the neighborhood. The recreation center
includes a large water entertainment complex, fitness
room, golf course, eight tennis courts, and designer
restaurant. The recreational activities available have

uover Story

become one of the largest selling points of Sienna
Plantation. In 2002, the area received the Community
Forestry Awards from Texas Forest Service. Sienna
has invested at least 250 million dollars in preserving
its forests. It spent 40,000 alone to preserve a hundred
year oak tree. Clearly, this effort has paid off in the
form of more and more people immigrating to Sienna
Plantation.

Riverstone, on the other hand, is a 2,800 acre
community built in the year 2000. It will eventually
reach 6,000 homes and 18,000 residents. The unique
aspect of this neighborhood is the large lakeside view.
The lake area in Riverstone is 250 acres, with an
additional 500 acres to expand. Currently the project
undertaken is the development of a 25-acre manmade
lake.

The location of Riverstone is conveniently along
Highway Six, and after a few years, it has attracted
many chain stores across America. Riverstone also
wants to focus on the business aspect of its development.
One of its major goals is to create a community where

people can live close to their jobs.

4
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Sienna Plantation and Riverstone
established the community foundations
to benefit the future of communities

he Sienna Plantation Community
TServices Foundation, estalished
in 1999, is a non-profit corporation that
is going to fund and invest in the future
of Sienna Plantation. The SPCSF is
entirely separate from the Sienna/Johnson
Development and the Sienna Plantation
Residential Association. It will be used
to supplement the existing homeowners’
association. Through programs, activities,
and events, the Foundation will enhance
services and resources in the community
in and around Sienna. The similar
foundation was established for Riverstone
Community in 2001 to invest in the future
of Riverstone and benefit families in
the community for many generations to

come.

The Foundation will fund
ARiverstone master plan outline from bird’ s eye view projects relating to community activies,
clubs, organizations, sports, health/

SRR I 0T g,
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welfare, technology, education, and community
improvements.

Since December 31, 1999, there has been a
transfer fee (community enhancement fees) assessed
on every real estate transaction. The contribution to
the Foundation is about 0.5% of the sales price of a
home. When a property is re-sold in the future, the
0.5% contribution is made to the Foundation at closing,
allowing the Foundation to grow as Sienna Plantation
Srows.

The Foundation has already done a lot of
improvements-up to January 2005, $105,044 has
been spent on education, $85,586 on youth clubs and
activities, and $1,207,576 on the community, coming
to a total of $1,398,206.

The Foundation has also funded thousands
of dollars worth of library books at Lake Olympia,
playground equipment for Scanlan Oaks students,
robotics, fine arts, and athletic programs at Hightower
High School, and next year, the Foundation has set
aside $14,000 for the middle school being built along
Sienna Parkway. Asides from education, the Foundation
has also helped fund the Stingrays Swim Team with
competition equipment and trophies, Scienna's Scouts
with unity trailer, sports equipdment for Quail Valley
Youth Soccer, Missouri City Girls Softball, and the
First Colony Broncos Football. On July 4th, Sienna
residents enjoy fabulous on-site fireworks displays.
The Foundation also has set aside $1 million for Camp
Sienna, that inclues soccer/baseball fields, hiking,
biking, and equestrian trails and more. €

over Story
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Houston Tollway, Beltway 8,
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Road.
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roperty Intelligence

Real Estate’s Look on
Housing Markets

B ecause of the recent increase in federal interest

been arising concern across America. Most indications

rates, the bursting of the housing bubble has

towards a decline in housing prices point towards the
east and west coasts of the US. Many people predict
that the interest rates will at least increase another 2
percent in two to five years.

Houston real estate experts predict that as long
as the interest rate does not increase above 8%, the
situation is stable. The reason why a big crash will not
occur in the housing markets is because information
is a lot more transparent now, and many people make
better investment decisions. Looking at the migration
of populations in the US, the amount of people

/ SAC Store Fixtures

. 1y bt
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Temper Glass Shopping Carts

immigrating to the east and west coasts is not that
alarming. Many people because of the low interest
rates following the technology bubble, continuously
switched houses over this period. Every time they
switched, the received around 100,000 dollars in
profits. Many experts pointed out, however, that this
was just a temporary phase; if conditions changed,
many of these speculators would be in financial
trouble.

Asian immigrants have also exhibited an affinity
towards real estate transactions. In the past fifty years,
the population has steadily increased, and including

rZ

Sugar Land, the entire area is fast growing.
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ort Bend Again Ranked No. 2 in Nation for Me-

dian Income when adjusted for Cost of Living
Fort Bend County, Texas (September 29, 2005).....
For the second year in a row, Fort Bend County ranks
second in the nation for highest median household
income when adjusted for cost of living, reports AC-
CRA — The Council for Community and Economic
Research located in Arlington, VA. Fort Bend County
topped all other Texas Counties and was second only
to Howard County, MD. In 2004, Fort Bend narrowed
the gap for the highest rank in the nation by nearly
two thirds, drawing to within 6% of Howard County’s
adjusted median income.

Fort Bend’s median household income is estimat-
ed at $67,902; however, it becomes $74,782 when
adjusted for the cost of living by ACCRA. The me-
dian household income data is from the U.S. Census
Bureaus American Community Survey (ACS) at the
county level. The ACS-reported 2004 US median
household income was $44,389. “Those that live in
Fort Bend already know this is a world class place to

live and work.
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For others, this is independent confirmation that
Fort Bend is one of the premier locations 2 in the na-
tion to locate. Fort Bend County boasts some of the
best demographics in the nation ranking in the top
three percent of counties for educational attainment,
employment growth, people living as families, popu-
lation growth, ethnic diversity and average household
income. The ACCRA statistic indicates that those that
live here also enjoy a relatively low cost of living,
placing our adjusted median income among the best
in the nation” says Jeff Wiley, Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the Greater Fort Bend Economic Development
Council. rZ
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Tel: 713.484.8181
Email: jomes@ebao.us
skype: jjchentx
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