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Dazzling Asians

ad Aiyer is the first Asian who serves as the chairman

J of the Board of Directors of Houston Community
College. According to Aiyer, against the backdrop of
globalization today, we can do business with ninety
per cent of the global market if we could communicate
in English, Chinese and Spanish. In addition, he also
stresses the important role of Vietnamese Language plays
in Houston. Being in mainstream, Aiyer thinks that the
younger generation of Asian communities should be more
involved in the mainstream — in order to make a significant
influence.

A biotech giant Genentech had offered over $900
million to acquire Tanox. Nancy Chang is a Chinese
biological scientist as well as the head of the research and
development department of Tanox. She has successfully
developed Xolair — the very first medication treatment for
allergic asthma. Xolair has since become a star product of
the company and contributed to its positive progress. By the
same token, the company has been given recognition from
big corporations ever since. Despite her success, Nancy
Chang is low key and humble. A woman of style, she loves
singing and arts when she is not working. Following the
news on the merger, she does not want to be interviewed by
the press. Nevertheless, we would like to give her a round

of applause for her contributions and success.
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Jay Aiyer was elected in November 2001 to the

Board of Trustees of the Houston Community

College System (HCCS)
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ay Aiyer was elected in November 2001 to the

J Board of Trustees of the Houston Community
College System (HCCS), the second largest system
in the country. He currently serves as the Chairman of
the Board, the first person of Asian descent to not only
serve as on the Board as well as Chair it. As Chairman of
HCC he has been instrumental in creating opportunity

for Asian Americans.

Jay also served on the Board of Directors of the HOPE



20054 » HIBMPR-LIET ABE ) B E T E
SEER © DIET A — L E -
s

BITERA L

R -

T

G AP - BEUTIR IR —(E A e - 3K
FEGHE — B RN - IWHE Dt & - [FIF
AN T RAVEREETT - B E TIEMEAY
PAEEE —ERAFHIRR R T B -

] FRAARAAE R L TEE R E2Fr i s Ry A o

% RERLEB RPN ERTERR - HAT2R
IEHERIEE R > RADIKREBRIE KA -
FARE > FRFERMEERAES LEE E -
HCCHRs 3t 82 77 161 FH R B2 05 E AU 22 S RE ] e B i
& H B LAERYERTE - A0 SE 3 ROR i 1 8 R
JilA
FEERRIENN T 109 > PR ESERURE Kt &
RE > FHETHFZNER—F -
HEGE - EBORBRSEA T » A2 MITEAL -
HCCHYZE F LL FL M B30 B 2% T 92 22 BLAR 5 )
g WA AERE B E TR

R -
ELEEL B 5 A 10 97 SHCC

o AR ETATIChloe Dao 2 FRfIAIE 4 »
OB RIS R -
R EIEFF RS A BRI FR > BRI

Law Oﬂices of Lai & Associates. P C.

pportunity in Houston Series

Clinic and is an attorney by training. He currently works
with the law firm Tindall and Foster and specializes in
immigration and public law. Jay is also the former Chief
of Staff for Houston Mayor Lee P. Brown, the youngest

person to hold that position.

In 2005 he ran for Houston City Council at Large
Position 2 and came within 1% point of winning the
race. Mandy Kao at eBao Magazine recently spoke with
Jay to find out more about this innovator and public

servant.

Mandy Kao: You have an interesting philosophy

about public service. Can you talk about that?

Jay Aiyer: Sure, | strive to balance a commitment to
the community and with public life with what I do in the
private sector- and I believe there is a natural symmetry
to both. My immigration law practice is an example- |
get to help the community as well as have a professional
life that is fulfilling. It’s important for me to have a
relationship between the work I do in the public and

private sector.

Mandy Kao: If you had to choose one- public or

private- what would you choose?
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Jay Aiyer: That’s a great question- but, I don’t know
if I would pick one or the other .I don’t see a clear
difference. It might be different if I was practicing a type
of law that was not community oriented, but the kind
of law we practice is about helping people and a large
portion of our clientele is Asian American. That balance
has been possible because I have such an understanding

law firm- Tindall and Foster.

Mandy Kao: Tell us more about your role at Houston

Community College.

Jay Aiyer: 1 serve as Chairman of the Board. It’s
an unusual and critical time for us- our long time
Chancellor resigned and we are in the process of
working with an interim Chancellor and conducting a
search. We are in the midst of shifting our focus from
continued building and expansion of the college to more
workforce development, job training, and developing
our community and corporate partnerships. Enrollment
is up 10% we are already the second largest community
college in the country. We are going to double in size

in the next ten years.

As Board Members, are role is not administrative- we
are policy makers. As HCC Board Members we have a

much more direct role than the average school board
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member. Within HCC we have 6 separate colleges-
including a medical college that specializes in medical
programs. People would be surprised at how many
prominent professionals went to HCC. For example,
the fashion designer, Chloe Dao was an HCC student
and recently spoke at our commencement. Most of real
estate professionals in Houston get their certification at
HCC and many police officers and fire fighters get their

continuing education from HCC.

Mandy Kao: 1heard that HCC is does law enforcement
training- how is that different than the City’s role?

Jay Aiyer: The HCC program is equivalent to the
City academy. But I believe one of the differences is
that the college is in the education business while the
City is in the service provider business. From a business

perspective it makes sense to concentrate on your core
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business specialty. We are the natural spot for training-

it’s natural partnership.

Mandy Kao: What have you done at HCC to benefit

the Asian American community here in Houston?

Jay Aiyer: That’s a great question- we are the first
community college in the country to offer Vietnamese
as a language course. We are trying to work more closely
with Asians who want to do business with the college.
Recently I spoke to the Vietnamese Chamber about
doing business with the college- we have dramatically
increased the percentage of Asian businesses that work
with the College. The Asian Chamber of Commerce
and HCC have a strong affiliation- they have raised
money for scholarships, and actually, the HCC director
purchasing- Michael Kind- is on the Board of the Asian
Chamber. So from everything from diversifying student
course offerings to expanding professional opportunities,
we are reaching out to the Asian community like never

before.

For example, let me share with you two initiatives.
I recently met with the principal of Sharpstown High
School. They are trying to attract Asian students back to
Sharpstown. Many of them had left the school to go to

private schools, or HISD magnet schools like Bellaire,
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Lamar, and Westside. HCC partnered with Sharpstown
and now is offering Chinese and Vietnamese there. We
are also talking with Fort Bend ISD about doing the
same thing. It’s all about partnerships. We all agree that
the Pre-K to High School system is in distress. The old
model of just teaching French, German and Spanish was
developed in the 19™ century. The 21st century reality
of the global marketplace demands that our students

learn Asian languages as well.

Another example of a collaborative project is the
Houston International Academy which is a joint HISD
HCC Challenge High School. We accept 100 students a
year and it is designed for students with an international
perspective. A partnership with HISD, Asia Society, and
the Annenberg Foundation, the program is innovative

and unique. The Academy students graduate with 50
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hours of college credit. Every student takes a core
curriculum that includes mandatory Chinese and can
also take Spanish. My boss, Charles Foster, was very
instrumental in putting that together along with Gigi

Do, the HCC international coordinator.

Mandy Kao: Where is the Academy located and how

can students apply?

Jay Aiyer: The Academy is located in mid-town on
San Jacinto, the HCC Central Campus. You can apply
through HISD the same way students apply to other
HISD charter schools.

Mandy Kao: 1t sounds like HCC is doing very exciting
programs in the Asian Community. I also read that you

are expanding your on-line education services.

Jay Aiyer: Yes, this is anew area and is very exciting.
We are now in a partnership in Vietnam with a school
called Saigon Tech which allows us to offer HCC classes
in Vietnam through the Internet. We are now trying to
develop same partnership in Shanghai, India, Pakistan
and Mexico. As it becomes increasingly difficult for
international students to come here, we are trying to be

global and reach out to them. We’ve been able to do

some pretty remarkable things at this college.
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Mandy Kao: Prior to your being the Chair of HCC
were a lot of these projects happening?

Jay Aiyer: Not really- but it’s all about personal
and community relationships. Having someone Asian
American on the Board allows that to happen naturally.
I think that my example proves that diversity matters.
I have been on the board for 6 years and I am the only
Asian American to be on the board. This is why it’s
so important to get Asian Americans on school board.
I think it’s made a difference- I think it matters. For
example, before I was on the Board the College never
advertised in Asian American papers. That’s why Asian

community leaders like Gordon Quan are so important.

Mandy Kao: From everything I have read about
you and what you have done at HCC you appear an
innovator and leader, committed to marrying the public

and private sector?

Well, thanks. Yes- that’s exactly what [ am trying to
do - I think that is very important.

Mandy Kao: 1 read that even before Hurricane Katrina

you were talking about the City’s public safety crisis.

Jay Aiyer: Yes, when | was running for city council
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I was talking early on about the need for more police
officers and training. It was a key part of my platform
and it’s why I am so committed to HCC’s role in

education and training of first responders.

Mandy Kao: What are some of your other interests?

And will you keep serving on the HCC Board.

Jay Aiyer: 1 am really interested in health care and
believe we need more federal dollars into the Asian
community for health services, like we have with the
HOPE clinic. I am also concerned about senior housing.
Of course, I ran for city council, and am very interested

in city government as well as state government, and [

pportunity in Houston Series

will continue to serve on the HCC Board of Directors
until my term expires. I will be on the ballot again next
November and hope to continue to serve and work with

the Asian American community.

Jay Aiyer,
36, UK

attorney

born,
running
for Houston city

council .
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