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ome decorating is a joy. The affordability and
Htastes of individuals determine the amount
spent on home decoration. It is an art for those who
can furnish a cozy beautiful home within the budget.
Whether you live in students’ hostel or luxury homes,
the place you are living at everyday is the core of your
life—if you are happy at home, you would have joy and

bliss in life.

Fund raising by Chinese Cultural Center is one of the
major events of Chinese American communities. There
is increasing number of people participating in the fund-
raising. This year, the popular icons of Chinese Cultural
Center include Yao Ming and the business community.
These people are successful in their career and active in

serving the society.
Christmas is a day of giving thanks. 2006 is soon

to give way to 2007. We sincerely wish you a happy
holiday and happy New Year.
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Interior design -- curtains,
flooring and home

decorations
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Translate by Varence Tan

Home sweet home brings bliss and joy to your ev-

eryday life.

@xpert in harmonizing ambience — curtains )

Curtains can generate soothing ambience and coziness

to home.

According to Mary, who has over a decade of
experience in curtain works, the price difference of
curtains can be rather substantial between the cheap and
expensive. However, one can still get good result of

curtain works within the budget.

Mary works together with many American interior
designers. Walking in her curtain store, I see a lot of
skilled workers sewing a big pillow — at the final touch;

it is virtually perfect with no sewing joints.

Against the backdrop of booming real estate
development in Houston, Mary has taken many orders

on open house. The jobs include curtains and bedding.
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American designers are very good at color combination.
Most of the curtains at Mary‘s curtain store are from
high end residential unit and designers fabrics. Based
on Mary’s experience, American are willing to spend
on home décor. In fact, this is a smart and worthwhile
way of taking care of a house. A house can be sold at
good price to cover the money and time spent on the
décor. In recent years, a lot of Chinese Americans have
also focused on home décor and do not mind spending

on it.

If you think you have budget constraint on good
curtains, do not fret -- because you still can get simple

design that generates good result.

Buddy in projecting beauty of home furnishings
-- Flooring

Having a cozy beautiful home is the dream of
everyone in United States. It is also one of the American
dreams. Sometimes, one may feel that buying a house
is not so difficult; but doing the home décor can be a

challenging task.

Floor Design Center has been operating in Houston
for over ten years. The person in charge, Annie suggests
that 5%-10% of the property price is recommended to

allocate for renovation expenses.

Flooring, carpets and tiles -- which are the most ideal
interior materials?

According to Annie, this is a subjective question,
each of these materials has its own uniqueness as well

as pros and cons.
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Plank flooring has always been a classic material.
Thirty years ago, plank is the most popular building
material. However it was later taken over by carpets
and tiles. Wood prices have always been high, subject
to environmental restrictions. Currently, we have the
so called synthetic plank flooring -- the processed wood

has the same color and appearance as the real wood.
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However, there is much price difference between the

two.

(*%ﬁ%ﬁ%gﬁ H(J* Eﬂﬂm) The owner of Floor Design Center, Annie is having

this synthetic plank flooring for her office. The

material is good and durable for twenty years. With

AR AGE A BT IR - AT OE &
TG E » — I - FER A & -

the advancement of the current technology for wood
processing, the material would not have deformation

due to temperature difference.

As the production standard varies, the density of the
wood determines its quality. A plank of good quality
has the high density with solid substances.

(Density determines the quality of the carpets}

The quality of carpet also depends on its density--

thick carpets may not always be good. Flooring is said
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to contrast the entire home interior. Though being the
owner of design floor center, Annie suggests that we

should not spend too much on the flooring.

The Floor Design Center has tiles from around the
world. Italy ceramic tile can extract water and thus
eliminate coldness on the surface. Asians tend to favor
light colors while Americans prefer dark colors.

The real wood is made of solid wood. While it is
elegant for the room but it is not suitable for Texas
climate due to its high humidity. Modeled wood and

synthetic wood flooring do have good results.

(Home decorations add finishing touch to homa

We do not really need a lot of home decorations,
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the finishing touch of the home.

( ﬂﬂ % '5:']] Eﬁ?% E% ’g } sometimes we just need to choose the right one and add
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Lily: Black and white is the theme of this year. Even
the crystal chandelier is in black too. Now, people
are back to nature -- flowers, insects, fish, seashell are
the main design theme. Display items are also center
around the animals, plants and flowers which projects
the natural flavor.

We have a series of crystal chandeliers that looks
somewhat similar to corns and grapes. Americans love
chandeliers. Chandeliers come in a variety of sizes.
Nowadays the bedroom will also be decorated with

chandeliers.

(A must have fireplace decoration )

Q: When come to home decorations, which area is
the most important place that not to be omitted?
Lily: Usually, fireplace is the visual focus of a home.

Fireplace signifies the heart of a home — always warm.
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Q: Generally, how long would the trend of a home
decoration? How do we deal with the decorations/
ornaments of passing fade?

Lily: Generally it is about a period of three to four
years. American would get rid of out dated decorations
through garage sale or given away the stuff. [ have some
American friends who would exchange their Christmas
decorations at the end of year — this is indeed a good
idea.

Q: How much should we allocate on home decorations
and accessories?

Lily: Based on interior designers’ suggestions, we
should allocate about 5% to 10% of the property price
for home decorations expense.

Q: Please talk about the style of your shop.

Lily: Our style is traditional. This year, lamp holder
with the shape of hyacinth appears to be the best—
selling lamp holders. Hyacinth also incorporates a taste
of natural curve and design. Our main feature is the
ceramic mosaic in copper table. We are the pioneer in
making this product. It has an antiquated shape but with
an added modern lines, colors and creativity.

Q: Why do you want to keep this classic style?

Lily: Contemporary art is famous with its lines and
simple designs. However, it may soon become a passing

fad. On the other hand, classic style would sustain many

e seasons and remain a la mode. r4
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