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‘ x J hether it is tofu, sushi, or property management, Asian
immigrants have been applying their unique knowledge

of the Asian cultures to achieve business success.

The winners of this year’s Asian Chamber of Commerce
Entrepreneurs of the Year Award: Taiwanese immigrants Carol
Chiu and Leeshan Birney, and Japanese-American Glen Gondo,
all use their Asian heritage as the foundation of their business
achievements.

What they all have in common are strong work ethic, keen
business sense, and the ability to apply their unique understanding
of Asian cultures in the business world.

Tofu and Sushi were both uniquely and exclusively Asian
foods. But as Asian Americans continue to play a more prominent
role in the American society, their foods are also gaining wider
acceptance by the mainstream American consumers.

The health benefits of soy beans reported by research also
elevate the status of soy-based products like tofu and soy milk in
the minds of health-conscious Americans.

Property manager Leeshan Birney chose to invest in Houston
in the early 90’s because of the access to the port and the sizable
immigrant population. Being an immigrant herself, she found
the foundation of her success by catering to needs of the large
and continuously growing immigrant population in Houston.

May is the Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. It is a
great opportunity for the Asian community to reflect upon their
cultures and utilize their cultural understandings to contribute to
the American melting pot. rZ
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Auto/Home Commercial  Financial

Life/Health  Business Life  Services

Security Offered Through Farmers Financial Securities, LLC

P runce SR & Ny —
Farmers Financial Services

wen 1. Ta - Tel{(713)590-4668 Fax:(713)590-4778

6100 CORPORATE DR. #268 HOUSTON, TX 77036
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Sunblossom at Woodlake
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STONE MOUNTAIN
PROPERTIES

AR E

GORGEQUS LANDSCAPING
TOWNHOUSES AVAILABLE
WOODFLOORS, FIREPLACES
TILED FLOORING

WASHER & DRYER

MICROWAVE INCLUDED
FITNESS CENTER
CONTROLLED ACCESS
FREE COVERED PARKING

BRING [N THIS AD FOR A GREAT MOVE-IN SPECIAL

K 715770525

——

2200 S. Gessner Rd. Houston, TX 77063

For Lease (Broker welcome)
Office / Warehouse
WAESEBEDLHE (BEEAERAD)
Office Area 570 + Whse. Area 1,266
Total 1,836 Sq.ft(OR)
6007 Westline Dr. Houston, TX 77036
(Beltway 8 & Bellaire Blvd. Near
China Town, Corner of Townpark)
Tel:1-800-704-7878
(713)899-1968 (Z3@fR Andy Shu)
(713)462-7888 (Kit)
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Web Hosting A E 12
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tcchouston.org
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ambitusa.com
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maryskatewear.com
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dunhuangplaza.com
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Seeking Asian Heritage is a
Foundation for Business Success

Stone Mountain Properties — leeshan Briney

For ten years after getting her MBA from New York Uni-
versity and another master’s degree from Columbia Univer-
sity, Leeshan Birney stayed at home as a housewife until she
and her husband James decided to invest in an apartment
complex.

Before the Birneys bought the 18-unit apartment com-
plex and founded Stone Mountain Properties in New Jersey
on May of 1981, Leeshan was a full-time mom taking care
of three young children. Her strong desire to succeed and
work ethics had turned a housewife who was too timid to
even drive on the freeway to a do-it-all manager who was in
charge of all aspects of the apartment operation.

In the early 90’s, Stone Mountain was looking for other
markets to invest in. Houston, Denver and Dallas were all

being considered. After thorough investigation and research,

by PL

Leeshan finally decided
on Houston because
of its large immigrant
population and access to
the port. Today, Stone
Mountain has a diverse
portfolio in Houston
that caters to tenants in
different markets.

In 2003, Stone Moun-

tain took advantage of

the low interest rate, re-
financed their property loans, and bought an office building
in New Jersey. This marked the first time in its twenty years
history that Stone Mountain branches into areas other than
apartments. They also bought an office building and a ware-

house near Bellaire Chinatown a year later. For 2005, she is

$l!4, 990

~ 13 Bedrooms,

_al 2 Full Bath(s),

2 Garages, 19794,
2,284 Sqft,

China Town

3 Bedrooms,
3 Full & 1 Half Bath(s), §
2 Attached Garages,
3 gt

20024F, 2,384 Sqft,

3 Bedrooms,
3 Full Bath(s),

2 Garages, 19954,
3,548 Sqft,
Parkway Villages
River Oaks/Galleria
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§ 57000

2 Bedrooms,
© 1.5 Bath(s),
2 Garages,
19794, 1,375 Sqft,
Brays Village

1 Bedrooms,
1 Full Bath

bas o Cell:(713)591-0988
Galleria_ (832)276-6668

Rl Gl ociate / Loan Officer

Bus:(713)988-0888 #105 » Fax:(713)988-1889 « Email:ginali87@aol.com * www.har.com/aarealty /A A A REAITY CO.



planning to invest in shopping centers in Houston.

For all their business accomplishments, what make the
Birneys most proud are the achievements of their children.
Their Son Ceyan studied economics and finance at NYU,
completed both in three years. He is now working in the
family business and help managing properties in Houston.
Older daughter Mayling is currently working toward a PhD
in Political Science at Yale, and the youngest daughter Shan-

lenn is studying at Harvard Business School.

Banyan Foods — Carol Chiu

When Carol Chiu first moved to Houston over twenty years
ago, she had trouble finding tofu as tasty and soft as ones in
her native Taiwan, so she decided to make it herself.

Sensing a market for quality tofu products, she traveled to
Japan to purchase machines and learn how to make tofu, then
came back to Houston and founded Banyan Foods.

Tofu was first created in China over one thousand years
ago, it has become a mainstay in Chinese cuisine and there
are countless ways of cooking and preparing it. Tofu also
spread across the region and became popular in other Asian
countries such as Japan and Korea.

As an entrepreneur, Carol had to do everything from sales
and marketing to package design, and occasionally fixing the
malfunctioning equipments. Making tofu is hard work. Carol

often had to go to the factory at 3 o’clock in the morning to

over Story

start the manufacturing
process.

Using freshness and
health as its motto,
Banyan never adds pre-
servatives to its prod-
ucts. It has built a repu-
tation for its healthy
approach

As tofu gain wid-

er acceptance by the

mainstream American
consumers, Banyan is also expanding from Chinese super-
markets into mainstream supermarkets Three years ago,
HEB, the largest supermarket chain in Texas, started carry-
ing Banyan’s tofu egg rolls in its up--scale Central Market
stores. After the successful debut, Banyan now provides
HEB with other tofu and soy drink products. Recently, or-
ganic and natural foods store Whole Food Market also starts
stocking Banyan’s tofu and soy drink. Carol mentions that
there will be new machines arriving from Taiwan in July, and
new products will be introduced after the summer.

While Houston and Dallas are the main markets, Banyan
products are also being distributed out of state to Oklahoma,

Florida, and Louisiana.
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Tokyo Gardens Catering — Glan Gondo For the past two and a
half years, they have
Glen Gondo’s Tokyo Gardens Catering provides sushi and been setting up made-
other Japanese foods to clients such as HEB Supermarkets to-order sushi counters
and Continental Airlines. Glen was born in Los Angeles to at HEB supermarkets.
Japanese-American parents. In 1962, he moved with parents They are currently lo-
to Dallas, where they opened Tokyo Garden, the first Japa- cated in 52 HEB stores,
nese restaurant in Texas. They opened many more restau- with ten more being
rants as part of a chian in Texas and the surrounding states. added this year.
Seven years ago, Glen decided to sell the restaurants in

Houston and become a supplier of Japanese foods.

€]

Japanese food has been gaining popularity in the United
States. With its delicate and not-too-oily flavors, it appeals
to the health-conscious diners who prefer cuisine that is low

in low calories and cholesterol. Sushi, in particular, has been Between 1990 and 2003, the Asian population in the

the most popular type of Japanese food because of its sim- 77036 ZIP code, which includes parts of Sharpstown and
plicity and diversity. other neighborhoods, has more than doubled to 12,534, ac-

Glen is very active in both the Asian and mainstream cording to Gonzales Group, a Houston-based consulting
American communities, he has served as the director and firm. Residents of Chinese and Vietnamese origin made up

committee member in many organizations. 80 percent of the Asian population for this ZIP code in 2003.

Glen participated in the building of Japanese Garden in The Asian population is the fastest-growing ethnic group

Herman Park, and helped organize the annual Japanese Fes in Houston. Between 1990 and 2000, it grew by 76 percent,
tival that celebrates Japanese food and culture, with displays
said Stephen Klineberg, a sociology professor at Rice Uni-
of traditional tea ceremony, calligraphy, and performances of
. versity who studies demographic shifts. Put in perspective,
Taiko drum and folk dance.

. . . Asians make up about 6 percent of Houston’s population.
Tokyo Gardens Catering supplies sushi to supermarkets, 2 o e

. L Houston Chronicl
restaurants, hospitals, and universities around Houston area. [Houston Chronicle]
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