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any Asians immigrate to America because
Mof the issue of education. In August, during
a conference on how to prepare for college, the
Chinese Activity Center’s large auditorium was
filled with at least 200 people. Parents brought
their children to listen attentively to the student
speakers that had all gotten accepted by top
schools.

The essence in all the advice is to prepare early
as a freshman. Focus on a few clubs and work on
grades, and anyone can get into a good school.
Most importantly, the students need to enjoy
their extracurricular activities to achieve a more

efficient high school career.

In “The Best Sidekick,” we show the many facets
of cooperation in creating a successful business.
Even with different personalities, compromise
often leads to the best results at home and in the
workplace.

Established in Houston, the Global Federation

of Chinese Business Women in Southern US is
its first American branch, and this year is its 20
anniversary. They particpiate in the volunteer and
social activities in Houston, and we congratulate
them for an excellent 20 years. [z4
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“The Best Sidekick”™

Interview with Vicky & Mike

The Founders of Directron.com

‘ J icky used to be the
employee of a computer
company — until she quit her

job in 1994 and started her

own business in her garage.

To help his wife, for two years, her husband,
Mike Chang, would work for thirteen hours a
day. Getting off of his day job at three in the
afternoon, he would often help customers when
he got back home. Eventually, he entered the
business completely as well.

by Lotus Wu
Translated by Jack Hsiao

Today, their computer parts
and accessories business,
Directron, is listed under the
Houston Business Journal

as number two in retail sales
in the Houston area. With a PhD in chemistry,
Mike quips that A students are now working for
C students. When Vicky started the business,
she focused on selling computer parts, and as
business continued to grow, she had to adjust

B 55- 355 AT

B =t =R 5

Q3L F]
EEE -

ﬁ%\

¥ y
) b .
L2

4&%*@?% d’-*“fﬁ&
FaI ~ EmEAE TR

Licensed by Supreme Court of Texas. Not Certified by the Texas Board of Specialization.

CEEERAHASL
BEAEEBHL

RIEE - BEHETE
CAFRRER

Tel:713-988-7767 Fax:713-988-7787

7001 Corporate Drive, Suite 234, Houston, Texas 77036 ({t & Af# " f#2345%)

|

b K S - R A

m&m P.E.

HEHRE ~HEBF - EXHEL -
BEBHEHM AL - BRLH

HEVR - £FEHEKEE -
MR~ BEHANF

FRE|
At

8 | e Sep 2005



to the various changes in technology as well.
Directron’s reason for success is because it
tapped into the changing trend of technology and
made the appropriate reactions.

In 1998, e-commerce was just starting to rear

its head, and Directron immediately dove in.
Currently they use the Yahoo! template for

their web page, providing full service and
troubleshooting for computers. From web design
to setting up a system, Directron can help you
with anything computer related.

The work is split between Vicky and Mike in the
following way: Mike is in charge of management
and development, while Vicky takes care of
business operations.

From chemistry to computers, how do
you make the change?

Mike worked at Shell and Goodyear for

six years. Although he did not specialize in
computers, he had experience in working with
good teams. The premise of management and
communication is the same, Mike believes. In
big companies, you need to convince your boss
to take the suggestions that your team make.

In that way, managing a company has many
similarities. Directron is lucky to have started
off with a good team of workers. Some of the
employees have been working for Directron for
eight to nine years.

Vicky’s personality is very straightforward.
When she came to America for schooling, she
did not especially want to go to a university.

over Story

She became a secretary and salesperson in a
computer company, and that is when she decided
that she could work in this field. Her strengths
are good communication skills and a knack

with numbers; this is why many customers have
stayed with Directron for at least a decade. Her
mantra in sales is to think about the customer

at all times. Don’t pressure them too much, and
allow them to feel comfortable.

With this motto, Directron certainly has thrived.
They currently have their own corporate
building. Even though they have come a long
way, Vicky still retains a humble personality.
When asked whether she feels special going to
work everyday in such a large building, Vicky
just shrugs, “It’s still going to work...”

Some people may say that you must take up

a job that you love, but Vicky has broken this
stereotype. She does not like computers at all,
and it was just recently that she learned how to
use a mouse effectively. Perhaps her interest is in
starting businesses?

Experience, Interests and Goals - The
elements of Success.

Mike adds that to start an effective business,
you need to spend time to research the subject. If
you take experience, interests, and goals and put
them together, the area where they all overlap is
where you should focus on.
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By Lotus Wu

Translated by Jack Hsiao

Z#EChen Zhang ~ Connie Yu ~ Michael Wei ~ Jenny Wei ~ Lihua Bai.
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Q ollege Road

On the Road to College

he emphasis that the Chinese place on
Teducation is surprising for most Americans.
A main reason why many Asian parents immigrate
to the United States is because of educational
concerns. In the conference about the “Road to
College,” the organization invited five individuals
to share their experiences with the public. These
students are either incoming college freshmen or
rising sophomores at their respective universities.

Question 1: How do you get into a good
college?

Combining the five people’s experience, by

the 12" grade, an applicant should have all the
necessary materials in applying for college
prepared. SAT testing and transcripts should all be
complete, and the only thing remaining in this step
is filling out the application and figuring out which
college you would like to attend.

Question 2: How do you begin to prepare
in 9" grade?

Parents have to understand their children’s
interests and affinities. The SAT is very important
but not so important to override extracurricular
activities. High school and middle school is
completely different. First, you must get used

to the environment of high school. You should
choose to focus on a certain number of clubs and
activities as opposed to spreading yourself too
thin and committing on none. During freshman
and sophomore year, a good idea is to sign up for
many different organizations before focusing on a
few in the second half of your high school career.

To succeed, you do not really have to become
president of the organization, but an officer
position is better to hone leadership skills.

Jenny, one of the students interviewed, believes
that writing is an important skill in the college
application process. Chinese parents often push
their kids to take SAT classes during the summer,
but other activities are just as important.

Lihua states that applying for college is a learning
experience. On the application there is this
column that asks for your summer activities. This
question’s true purpose is to understand a student’s
interests and skills. If you fill in the column
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with summer school, that is not going to be very
interesting for the admissions board. She herself
loved to dance, so she went to Beijing with her

dance teacher over one summer, and used this to

fill in her summer activity column.

As long as kids are interested in a certain area,
parents should encourage them to develop their
interests. Along with appropriate extracurricular
activities, choosing the right classes and staying

in touch with teachers are very important as

well. The teacher recommendation is another
essential part of a college application. If you do
not have a close relationship with your high school
teachers, when it comes time for them to fill out

a recommendation, they will not have anything

special to say about you.

Question 3: College and high school have
many differences, after a year in college,
did you feel differently about it?

Chen Zhang maintains that the level of
competition in college is much higher than in high
school. A rising sophomore to Stanford University,
he compares the students there to the students at
his old high school, Clements. Everybody is smart
at college, and it is a humbling experience.

Attending UT Austin, Michael cites the large
classes and distant teachers as the main differences
between college and high school. On the other
hand, Jenny says that her school, the University

of Chicago, is completely opposite. Having ten

to fifteen students in one class is clearly different
from the thirty or so class sizes at Bellaire High
School.

Question 4: Why did you choose the
school you attend today?

Surprisingly, many students choose their schools
without agonizing debates. Heading off to MIT,
Lihua reveals that the different schools’ websites
were the deciding factor for her. Many schools
design elaborate websites to attract a variety of
students. She never visited her school, but used her
instinct to decide. With his grades, Michael could
have attended UC Berkley, but a 40,000 annual
tuition convinced him to attend UT Austin.

Question 5: How do children overcome the

high expectations of their parents?

Lihua states that although parents keep repeating
the same old lectures, teenagers have their own
opinions too. When lecturing, parents need to use
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tact in order to get their children to accept their
words. If a parent aims too high, then that will
only turn away the child.

Jenny believes that students need to focus on their
interests to be able to learn effectively. Her doctor
mother often tried to convince her about the merits
of medicine, but she just was not interested. Let
the kids decide themselves what they want to do,
she says.

Michael agrees on the fact that many Asian
students may have a lot of parental restrictions
while in high school. Once they reach college,
however, they might not know what to do with
their newfound freedom.

Connie, on the other hand, lauds her parents for
respecting her and letting her take a place in family
affairs.

The importance of letting kids think for themselves
should not be underestimated, says Chen. High
school is a growing up experience. Many parents
and their students have trouble communicating
with each other, but family communication is a
very important aspect.

Connie’s mother, Ging, states that her daughter

Q ollege Road

relied on herself to get good grades and get into a
good college. After she got accepted at Stanford,
she let Connie make her own decisions about her
future. She suggests that parents should relax and
let their children make up their own mind. After all,
they are about to become adults.

Michael’s father, states that children receiving

an American education will likely be affected by
Western traditions. Don’t push them or control them
too much. Parents and their children should be a
group together in applying for college.

Jenny’s mother places an addendum to that
comment. When Jenny was little she taught her
using the traditional Chinese method. On the
weekends she would attend various arts classes and
at home she would have to work on math. But the
hard work during the early years contributed to a
good base for Jenny’s later years in high school.
When Jenny got older, her mother started to let
her loose a bit more. The most important aspect

of Western education is to cultivate a student’s
self-confidence. Don’t be hesitant to praise a child
for his strengths. At the same time, however, the
Chinese traditional way of teaching is important as

well.
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